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S E S S I O N  10 

Authentic Leadership in the Home 

Fulfilling Authentic Male Leadership 

Moral Leadership!
Personal Responsibility!

Military Leadership!
Clarity of Thought!
Integrity of Action!

Economic Leadership!
Foundation for Future!

Foundation for Future!
Political Leadership!

Sacrifice!
The willingness to 

pay the price.!
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St. Joseph lived his life as an authentic leader 
within the context of the Holy Family so well that 
he became the second greatest saint in heaven.!

The Reality of the Holy Family 
1.  The Dignity of Christ"
The greatest dignity belongs to Christ, who is 
the Word Incarnate.!
!

2.  The Dignity of the Mother of God!
Mary has the second greatest dignity.  She is 
the Mother of God and the Immaculate 
Conception.!
!

3.  The Dignity of St. Joseph!
St. Joseph has the “lowest” dignity.  He is the 
just man of Scripture and the second greatest 
saint in heaven.!
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St. Joseph as the Leader of the Holy Family  
•  “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your 

wife” (Matthew 1:20ff).!
•  “And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, 

he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel” (Luke 
2:21).!

•  “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt” (Matthew 2:13ff).!

•  “Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel” (Matthew 2:19ff).!

The Leadership of St. Joseph 
•  Personal Responsibil ity: “Joseph, being a just 

man” (Matthew 1:19).!
•  Clarity of Thought: “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 

take Mary your wife” (Matthew 1:20).!
•  Integrity of Action: “Joseph … took the child and his 

mother by night, and departed for Egypt (Matthew 2:14).!
•  Foundation for the Future: “Jesus was obedient to 

them” (Luke 2:51).!
•  Pay the Price: “Joseph resolved to send her away 

quietly” (Matthew 1:19).!
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St. Joseph’s Gift as Bridegroom 
•  “Joseph, being a just man and 

unwilling to [expose her to the law], 
r e s o l v e d t o s e n d h e r a w a y 
quietly” (Matthew 1:19).!

•  “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ 
loved the Church and gave himself up 
for her … that she might be holy and 
without blemish” (Ephesians 5:25-27).!

•  “ I  d e s i r e  m e r c y  a n d  n o t 
sacrifice” (Matthew 12:7). !

St. Joseph’s Gift as Father 
•  “[Jesus] went down with them and came 

to Nazareth, and was obedient to 
them” (Luke 2:51).!

•  “The admirable St. Joseph was given to 
the earth to express the adorable 
perfection of God the Father in a tangible 
way” (Fr. Andrew Doze).!

•  “Men relive and reveal on earth the very 
Fatherhood of God” (Pope John Paul II).!
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Integrity of Action in the Home 

Gift of Fatherhood!
“Will you accept children loving from God and raise 

them according to the laws of Christ and his Church?”!

Self-Possession!
“Have you come here freely and without reservation to give 

yourselves to each other in marriage?”!

Gift of Bridegroom!
“Will you love and honor each other as 
man and wife for the rest of your lives?”!
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Authentic Leadership in the Holy Family 
•  St. Joseph remains steadfastly united 

to God to fulfill his will.!
•  St. Joseph protects Mary and the 

spousal union.!
•  The leadership of St. Joseph helps 

Mary embrace the vulnerability of 
saying “yes” to God.!

•  The world is transformed through 
Jesus Christ.!



6 

The Selflessness of St. Joseph’s Leadership 
•  “Learn of me, because I am meek and 

humble of heart” (Matthew 11:29).!
•  “The kings of  the Gentiles exercise 

lordship over them; and those in 
authority over them are called 
benefactors.  But not so with you; 
rather let the greatest among you 
become as the youngest, and the 
leader as one who serves” (Luke 
22:25-26).!

The Holy Family provided a model of family life so 
profound that it was destined to change the world.!
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The Roman Empire 
•  Dominate military and economic 

power in the world.!
•  Emperor and pagan god worship.!
•  Sexual immorality.!
•  Unstable family life characterized 

by a lack of children.!
•  A falling population.!

Two Models of the Family 

•  Unstable marriages.!
•  Refusal to enter marriage.!
•  Below replacement fertility rate.!
•  Contraception.!
•  Abortion.!
•  Infanticide.!
•  Decreasing population.!

Ancient Rome!
•  Consistent moral requirements.!
•  Stable marriages.!
•  High fertility rate.!
•  No contraception.!
•  No abortion.!
•  No infanticide.!
•  Increasing population.!

Christianity!

Source: Stark, Rodney, “The Rise of  Christianity,” 
HarperCollins, 1997. 
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Source: Stark, Rodney, “The Rise of  Christianity,” 
HarperCollins, 1997. 
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Source: Stark, Rodney, “The Rise of  Christianity,” Table 1.1, 
HarperCollins, 1997. 
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A Sustainable Socioeconomic Model 

Human Capital Formation!
•  Family and formal Education!

God!

$!
Economic Growth!

Political   Stability!
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The future of the world and of the 
Church passes through the family. 

    Pope John Paul II 
    Familiaris Consortio, #75 

Small Group Discussion 

Next Week!
The Death of the West!

Starter Questions!
1.  In what ways do you offer yourself in sacrifice for the purity 

of your spouse?!
2.  How do you manifest the Father who is rich in mercy to your 

children?!


