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Mass Intentions

Saint Francis xavier
Cathedral Parish
139 South Madison
Green Bay, WI 54301-4501
920-432-4348

Saturday
4:00 pm

December 14
† Most Reverend Mark Schmitt
(Anniversary of Death)

Sunday
9:00 am

December 15
† Living & Deceased Members of
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral;
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Green Bay;
St. Rose Parish, Clintonville;
St. Mary Parish, Bear Creek

Monday
8:30 am

December 16
† Walter Wilquet

Tuesday
8:30 am

December 17
† Bill & Norma Calawerts

Wednesday
8:30 am

December 18
† Fr. Lee Kahrs

Thursday
8:30 am

† December 19
Frederick Berg

Saturday ......................................................................... 4:00 pm
Sunday ........................................................................... 9:00 am

Friday
8:30 am

December 20
Special Intention of the Martens Family

Weekday Masses
Monday - Friday ............................................................ 8:30 am

Saturday
4:00 pm

December 21
† Rita Ransom

Devotions

Sunday
9:00 am

December 22
† Bob Kozak

Weekend Masses

Monday-Friday before Mass …………………………...Rosary
Tuesday & Thursday after Mass …….Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Tuesday ………..………………………Perpetual Help Novena
Friday. ....................................................... Sacred Heart Novena

Holy Days of Obligation
Vigil .............................................................................. 5:15 pm
Holy Day ....................................................................... 8:30 am

Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesdays ................................................ 9:00 am - 9:00 pm

Confessions
Saturday... ..................................................... 2:15 pm - 3:30 pm
Wednesday ................................................. ..6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Baptism
Call to arrange a date & time. A preparation session is
required.

BANNS OF MARRIAGE
I Katie Van Beek and Mark Schwinn
“This couple wishes to be married at the Cathedral. If
anyone is aware of any serious reason why this marriage
should not take place, he or she has a moral obligation
before God to make the pastor aware of these concerns.”

Marriage
Call the parish office at least 9 months in advance of your
desired wedding date.

Museum
Tours by appointment. ......................................... 920-432-4348

St. Thomas More School
650 S. Irwin Ave., Green Bay, WI 54301
Principal, Ms. Vicki Marotz
Phone: 920-432-8242

Readings for the Week of December 15, 2013
Sunday:…………….Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11
Monday:………………..Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday:………………………..Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17
Wednesday:……………………….Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25
Thursday:…………………..Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25
Friday:……………………………..Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38
Saturday:…………Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45
Next Sunday:………….Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

2013 CONTRIBUTIONS
End of year contributions will be accepted until Monday,
December 30 by 9;00 am. Thank you.

MARIAN MINISTRY
The Marian Ministry is Cathedral’s Parish Visiting Ministry
to nursing home and homebound parishioners. Our Mother
Mary was the first to bring Jesus to the home of her cousin
Elizabeth. If you are interested in becoming part of this
ministry, please call Patty Westlund at 432-4348

RETIRED RELIGIOUS COLLECTION
Thank you to all who gave generously last weekend through
the Religious Retirement Collection. If you still wish to
donate, you may use the envelopes found in the pamphlet
rack in the Bishop Wycislo Center lobby. On behalf of the
religious sisters, brothers, religious order priests, and our
own diocesan priests, thank you for your generous care!

FRIDAY ARTIST SERIES
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, 140 S Monroe Ave., is having
a “Friday Artist Series” for the four Fridays of December
from 12:15 to 12:45 pm. Performances will include
harpists and pieces played on our own organ. If you are in
the area and would like a short respite from the hustle and
bustle of the season, come and enjoy some beautiful
Christmas music.

DIGNITY OF LIFE
Cathedral’s Christmas Giving Tree will be in place in the
Bishop Wycislo Center lobby through Sunday, December
22. Each ornament on the tree will designate a gift for the
following: the men and women who are guests at St. John
Homeless Shelter, the Love Life Program (newborn babies),
and a Cathedral neighborhood family of one adult and two
children. Please be generous and take an ornament or two,
return the gift(s) unwrapped in a plastic bag with the
ornament. Place the gift(s) under the tree. Thank you.

Dear Cathedral Parishioners,
On October 21st, you received a letter from Father Girotti
and our parish leadership team regarding stewardship. You
were asked to return a pledge card for financial giving and
also a ministry card giving Father Girotti an idea of what
area you would like to serve our parish. Out of the 500
families who received this mailing, only 110 have returned
their pledge card and only 83 returned the Caring and
Sharing card concerning ministry needs at the parish.
Many of these responses were already folks who give of
their time and talents to the parish. Phone calls were made
to remind you to return the mailing and to find out what
the parish can do for you! We found out that some of our
members would like a visit and Holy Communion brought
to them. Follow up calls will be made to parishioners
where voice mail messages were left or a response was
given to the mailing. Call the parish office if you have not
responded and let us know what the parish can do for you.
We need to hear from you! We can only help you if you
make us aware of your situation. Thank you and God bless
you.
Rosemary Anshus, Director of Administration
“Jesus' three questions to Peter about love are followed by
these commands: feed my lambs, feed my sheep. Let us
never forget that authentic power is service.”
Pope Francis, March 19, 2013

HOLIDAY ORGAN CONCERT
Friday, December 27, at 7 pm, organist Donald VerKuilen
will present a recital at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral.
Selections include Widor, Franck, Langlais, and Vierne.
Don is the Director of Music Ministries at First Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Strongsville, Ohio. A free will offering
will benefit the Cathedral Music Ministry.

December Apostleship of Prayer
Victimized Children. That children who are victims of
abandonment or violence may find the love and protection
they need.
Prepare the Savior's Coming. That Christians,
enlightened by the Word incarnate, may prepare humanity
for the Savior's coming.

December 7th and 8th, 2013
Sacrificial Giving………………………….....$ 8090.00
Offertory Collection…………………..……..$ 561.23
On line Giving…………………………..$ 1581.00
Building & Maintenance………………..$
832.00
Immaculate Conception…………………$
747.00
Christmas Flowers………………………$
70.00
Total……………………………………..………$11,881.23
Retired Religious………………………..$ 2312.83
We need an average of $9500.00 from the weekly
collection to meet our budget.

From Our Pastor
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“What do People Look for in a Good Catholic Parish?” (Continued from last week…)
Another very important aspect of a strong parish is that it must be welcoming. By this I mean its people
must be warm and kind. From the priest to the usher, from the sacristan to all of the volunteers,
if a parish welcomes newcomers and makes them feel part of the family, then this parish will
grow. For many of us, we have been part of our parish for a long time. Others have joined one
of our parishes only recently. But what attracts anyone to a given parish is a welcoming
atmosphere where people say hello and are honestly interested in each others’ well-being. It
seems so simple, yet people are attracted to a parish that is loving and caring. If the priest or
parishioners are unfriendly and cold, people will leave the parish.
A strong parish must also have an excellent program of religious education for people
of all ages. From youth to teens, from young adults to senior citizens, we all need to grow in
knowledge and love of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Parishes struggle where education only focuses
on young people and not on everyone else. People are hungry today! They want to know their
faith! They want to meet Christ! Bible studies, classes on the Catechism, programs to strengthen marriages, and
various faith sharing groups are all vital to a parish’s success. In short, people should meet Jesus Christ their
Savior at a healthy parish. One of the most important ways they do this is by learning more about Him. If
nothing is offered to the people for them to learn more about their Lord, many will leave the parish.
Small Christian Communities are a vital part of any strong parish. From the Knights of Columbus to
Christian Women Groups, from a group for young mothers to a youth group for teens, any strong parish is
constructed from the building blocks of these small communities. Especially in larger parishes where a person
might only feel like a number, small faith sharing groups are absolutely vital to the health of the entire parish.
Far from being cliques, these small groups welcome new members and support the larger parish in its mission. If
a parish is solely about the weekend Mass and provides nothing else for the building up of the community, the
parish will die and its people will leave.
Finally, I believe the most important aspect of a healthy parish is that the fullness of the Truth is taught
and lived there. Jesus Christ must be preached! The full and complete teachings of His Catholic Church must
also be presented. If the priest or the people are ashamed of Christ or the priest and the people disagree and hate
the Church, the parish will wither and die. We must not be afraid of preaching the Gospel – even if it is countercultural. We must not be ashamed of presenting what Our Catholic Faith teaches – even if it might not be very
popular. People might initially be shocked, but they will always be attracted by the Truth! Any parish which
does not uphold the Truths of our Catholic Faith is a dead parish and its people will leave.
So, how are we doing? May God continue to bless our parish family.
Fr. Girotti
I hope that all of you are keeping warm! Here are a few updates. As some of you have noticed, we are sending out
the pew cushions section by section to be scrubbed and cleaned. They should all be done by Christmas. Also, a
week ago somebody hit our front fence. Alas, I believe the person was somewhat inebriated. We have a new
section of the fence on order, but we will not have it installed until late summer. The reason for this is that the
entire length of the fence will need to be removed in early spring for the road construction on Monroe. It will be
reinstalled at no charge to us, but it makes no sense to install a section of fence for a few months and then take it
out again. Keep in mind, Monroe Avenue will be TOTALLY CLOSED for many months next year. Stay tuned.
Finally, we are actively looking for a new maintenance director for the parish. We have some very good prospects
but we will all miss Jim and wish him well! Blessings,
Fr. Girotti

CREDO FAITH FORMATION
Thank you to the Credo students in grades Pre-K through 12 who took time this past week to make Christmas
cards for our homebound parishioners. Each card will contain a blessed holy card of the Holy Family and a
Christmas prayer. Also, thank you to the Trader family for making Christmas cookies as well. Each of these
parishioners will be receiving a personalized card with a gift of cookies. May this special outpouring of love
uplift the minds and hearts of those receiving this Christmas gift. Continued Advent blessings.
Connie DeMeuse

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

(TEC) RETREAT

Thursday………………………………….…December 19
1:30 pm………...Tour: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Staff

Registrations are being accepted for the upcoming TEC
retreat December 27-29. TEC is designed for Catholics
who are at least 16 ½ years old. Forms can be picked up at
the Credo Faith Formation Office. Forms should be sent in
at least 2 weeks prior to the weekend. Scholarship money is
available upon request. Please note: All teens of the parish
who meet the age requirement are eligible to attend.
Confirmands are highly encouraged to attend as part of
preparation for Confirmation. For more information go to
www.anchorofhopetec.org.

Friday………………………………………..December 20
12:15 pm………………………………..Friday Artist Series
Tuesday……………………………………...December 24
4:00 pm………………………….Christmas Eve Vigil Mass
9:00 pm…………………..Christmas Mass with Bp. Ricken
Wednesday…………………………………..December 25
9:00 am…………………..Christmas Mass with Bp. Ricken
NO Adoration or Confessions today
Friday………………………………………..December 27
12:15 pm………………………………..Friday Artist Series
7:00 pm…………………Donald VerKuilen Organ Concert
Saturday……………………………………..December 28
6:30 pm……...Ecumenical Christmas Walk begins at Grace
……..Lutheran & ends at Cathedral with reception in BWC
Wednesday……………………………………..January 1
12:00 am…………………………………….Midnight Mass
8:30 am………………………………………………...Mass
NO Adoration or Confessions today
Stop in and browse our many religious
gifts from beautifully framed prints, to
a variety of books for children and
adults, to Mystic Monk coffees and
saint mugs!
131 S. Madison Street, Green Bay
Hours: Mon - Fri 9:30 am - 5pm,
Sat 10 am - 4 pm
131 S. Madison Street Green Bay, WI
920-432-0078
“LIKE” us on Facebook. “FOLLOW” us on Twitter.
info@cathedralbookandgift.com

St. John the Evangelist Parish
Christmas and New Year’s Day Mass Times:
Tuesday, December 24, 5:30 pm & Midnight
Wednesday, December 25, 10:45 am
Tuesday, December 31, 5:30 pm Vigil Mass
413 Saint John Street, Green Bay, WI 54301 920-436-6380
Liturgical Schedule
Monday: 8:30 am - Adoration & Morning Prayer
Tuesday: 8:30 am - Mass
Wednesday: 8:30 am - Adoration & Rosary
Thursday: 8:30 am - Mass
Friday: 8:30 am - Adoration & Morning Prayer
9:15 am - Bible Study
Saturday: Reconciliation 3:00 - 3:30 pm
4:00 pm - Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8:30 am (Deaf Community) & 10:45 am - Mass

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
CHURCH WALK
Saturday, December 28, the walk begins at Grace
Lutheran Church, 321 S Madison Street at 6:30 pm. and
ends at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, 140 S Monroe Ave.,
with a reception to follow in the Bishop Wycislo Center.
Non-perishable food donations can be dropped off at Grace
Lutheran Church. A bus will be available for anyone who
does not want to walk the tour. Those who are taking the
bus, please park at Cathedral by 6:15pm.

FEATURED LIGHTHOUSE CD
“A Journey Through Advent: Liturgical Cycle A”
Get the most out of Advent and Christmas
by following along with Fr. Robert Barron's
homilies as he unpacks the profound
Scripture readings for Liturgical Cycle A.
The homilies presented on this CD will
correspond to the Scriptures for Sunday
Masses throughout Advent and Christmas.
Advent Week 1:
Isaiah 2:1-5, Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 24:37-44
Advent Week 2:
Isaiah 11:1-10, Romans 15:4-9, Matthew 3:1-12
Advent Week 3:
Isaiah 35:1-6, James 5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11
Advent Week 4:
Isaiah 7:10-14, Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-24
Christmas: Isaiah 9:1-6, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-14

RE-OPENING THE DOOR
TO MARRIAGE
Join Holy Family Parish, Brillion, Saturday, February 1,
from 8:30am – 4:30pm for a special marriage preparation
for couples who plan to marry in the Catholic Church after
an annulment, after the death of a spouse, or who are
currently civilly married and are now seeking the
Sacrament of Marriage. The retreat day is tailored to the
unique issues of the couples, like financial health,
communication styles, finding each other’s strengths,
bringing children into the marriage, and more. Registration
is due by January 10, 2014. Call Holy Family for
information: 920-756-2535.

TALK WITH THE PASTOR
Thursday, January 16th at 7:00pm,
Fr. Girotti will be continuing the faith orientated
series, “Talk with the Pastor” for our parish family
in the Bishop Wycislo Center.
Our gathering will be in the form of a discussion
about the many aspects of our faith.
This informal meeting is a great time to
discuss the questions you have regarding:
† Our Catholic Faith
† Media distortions of Catholic issues
† Non-Catholics and their
misunderstanding regarding our beliefs
† Moral Discernment; how do we respond
† Other faith questions...
Do you have a question you would like
Father to answer?
That evening you will have an opportunity
to place your question in a box
for Father to discuss.
See you there.
More talks to come on February 13th, March 20th & April 24th

