
My Dear Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ, 
 As we journey through the 
world religions, let us now stop to visit 
the two Asian religions of Taoism and 
Confucianism. Although these religions 
are not as widely known in the West, 
they have profoundly influenced the 
Asian way of life. Through travel and 
commerce, more Westerners are coming 
into contact with these religions. Also, 
they are becoming somewhat popular in 
our culture as  alternatives to 
Christianity.  Let us now learn more 
about them. 
 Taoism - This ancient faith 
began around the 5th or 6th century B.C. 
in China. It was founded by a              
semi-historical figure named Lao Tzu or 
“The Old Master.” This faith is deeply 
philosophical and contains many deep, 
seemingly contradictory teachings. For 
example:  “Be bent and you will remain 
straight, be empty and you will remain full.”  
The word Tao means “The Way” The 
Tao is a living reality often called the 
One, the Eternal, the Unmoving, and the 
Unchanging. Taoism is closely tied to 
nature, holding that everything in the 
world, including human beings, is tied 
to the Tao. This Tao is a kind of life force 
that runs through everything. (The 
nature of the Tao is very similar to the 
notion of “The Force”, made popular by 
the Star Wars movies. Virtuous living in 
this faith involves abandoning all efforts 
and allowing oneself to be carried along 
through life, like a leaf in a stream.  
Perfect behavior is allowing ones actions 
to be surrendered and thus united with 
the Tao, thus fulfilling the Taoist 
teaching, “By non-action, everything can be 
done.” Taoism is the opposite of religions 
with strict doctrinal teachings. It rejects 
moral absolutes and good and evil as 
both unknowable. All values are relative 
and blend into each other, there are no 
objective standards. Taoist philosophy is 
best symbolized by the yin-yang wheel 
as seen in some Asian flags and artwork. 
Eternal life or salvation in Taoism is to 
achieve ultimate union with the Tao. 
 Taoism as a faith rejects 
violence and embraces the beauty of 
nature. Taoism shares these aspects in 
common with Christianity. However, 

beyond this the two faiths differ greatly.  
Taoists recognize no personal God, no 
objective moral law, and no moral 
authority. The divine remains hidden, 
unknowable, and unapproachable in 
Taoism. Because of its rejection of 
absolutes and its embrace of nature, 
Taoism is quite popular among those in 
Western society who accept the 
relativistic philosophy of New Age 
spirituality. 
 Confucianism:  This faith 
originated in China and remains closely 
related to Chinese culture. Confucius or 
Kung Fu-Tzu is often called by Chinese 
“The First Teacher.” He was that and 
more; a teacher of ethics and of a 
morality that is still followed by millions 
of people today. So influential was this 
man, that Confucius is said to have 
authored Chinese culture. Being born 
around 550 B.C., Confucius enjoyed 
study as a young child and soon became 
a teacher himself. He desired to serve in 
public office in order to teach his 
philosophy of life. Even when an older 
man, he traveled throughout China 
offering advice to leaders about effective 
and just governmental practices.  
Throughout his life Confucius attracted 
a loyal following, and after his death 
these disciples came to see him as “The 
Great Teacher.” Through the centuries, 
Confucianism has been seen either as a 
religion or as a code of ethics. Although 
not strictly worshipped as a god, 
Confucius is nevertheless highly 
venerated. Perhaps this faith can be seen 
as a philosophical guidebook to life; an 
ethical code that guides almost a billion 
people today. 
 
May God Bless You. 
 

Fr. Girotti 
 

Note From Fr. Girotti 
 St. Norbert is coming! Actually, 
a beautiful statue of St. Norbert has been 
donated to our Cathedral by the 
Norbertine’s. It is made of solid wood 
and was recently carved in Germany. 
Over a year ago Bishop Ricken and 
Abbot Neville discussed a way of 
honoring the Norbertine Communities 
presence in our Diocese and they happily 
arrived at this idea. I have seen the 

statue and it is quite beautiful. It is not 
painted, but left in natural wood finish 
and is incredibly detailed. I expect the 
statue to arrive in the next month or so 
and it will be placed in the back of 
church. Look for it!  
 I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who 
worked so hard on our Oktoberfest 
German meal. A very special thank you 
to Mary & John Dollar who organized 
the event and worked so diligently to 
make it a success. As always, it was a 
wonderful time with delicious food. 
T h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e ry o n e  w h o 
participated! 
 

Fr. Girotti 
 

Calendar of Events 
Nov. 5, 12, 19, 26, Dec. 3 
Marian Consecration Meeting 
6-7:30P – Gehl Center 
 
November 5/6 All Night Vigil 
7P Monday-Tuesday 8:30A Mass 
 
November 12 
Natural Family Planning - BWC 
 
November 13 
4P Liturgy Committee 
5:30P Finance Committee 
 
November 17 Fall Bazaar – BWC 
 
November 19 
7P Call to Holiness – Gehl Center 
 
November 20 
7P St. Cecilia Concert in church 
 
November 22 
8:30A Thanksgiving Day Mass 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
 
November 23 
8:30A Mass 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
 
November 27 
5:30P Parish Council Meeting 

From Our Pastor  



10 Ways Catholics Can 
Live The Year of Faith 
Bishop David Ricken of Green Bay, 
Wisconsin,  chairman of  the         
Committee on Evangelization and 
Catechesis of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, offers “10 Ways 
Catholics Can Live the Year of Faith.” 
Rooted in guidelines from the       
Vatican’s Congregation for the     
Doctrine of the Faith, some of these 
suggestions are already requirements 
for Catholics; others can be embraced 
by Catholics at all times and           
especially during the Year of Faith. 
For the next ten weeks, we will offer 
suggestions for your meditation. 
 
1. Participate in Mass. The Year of 
Faith is meant to promote the        
personal encounter with Jesus. This 
occurs most immediately in the 
Eucharist. Regular Mass attendance 
strengthens one’s faith through the 
Scriptures, the Creed, other prayers, 
sacred music, the homily, receiving 
Communion and being part of a faith 
community. 
 

Relics 
The Relic for veneration this week is: 
Martin de Porres, whose feast day is 
November 3. 
 
“One day an aged beggar, covered with ulcers 
and almost naked, stretched out his hand, 
and Saint Martin, seeing the Divine         
Mendicant in him, took him to his own bed, 
paying no heed to the fact that he was not 
perfectly neat and clean. One of his brethren, 
considering he had gone too far in his      
charity, reproved him. Saint Martin replied: 
‘Compassion, my dear Brother, is preferable 
to cleanliness. Reflect that with a little soap I 
can easily clean my bed covers, but even with 
a torrent of tears I would never wash from 
my soul the stain that my harshness toward 
the unfortunate would create.’” 
St. Martin de Porres, Religious 
from Vie du Bienheureux Martin de Porrès, by Fr. Arthur M. Granger, 
O.P., Dominican Press: St. Hyacinthe, 1941 

Cathedral All-Night Vigil for Election 2012 
Cathedral is hosting an all-night Election Prayer Vigil on Monday, November 5, 
beginning at 7P with Exposition & Rosary Prayer Service led by Bp. David Ricken. 
Eucharistic Adoration will continue throughout the night and ends Tuesday,    
November 6, at 8A with Rosary & Benediction and 8:30A Mass with Fr. John   
Girotti. To sign up for an hour of Adoration during the night, call Margaret at    
366-1271 or email marymission@gmail.com. Also, sign-up sheets are found on the 
bulletin boards in the church entrances and at the keepers desk. 
 

Marian Consecration  
Marian Consecration meetings will be held the Mondays of November 5, 12, 19, 26, 
and December 3 in the Gehl Center from 6-7:30P. Contact Jan: 465-1733 or go to 
marianconsecrationgb@gmail.com. 
 

St. John Homeless Shelter Meal 
The St. John Homeless Shelter meal will be November 9. Call Sharon at 339-8152 
on how to help. Thank you for helping us feed the hungry. 
 

Fall Bazaar, Saturday, Nov. 17 
We are still in need of crafts, bakery, canned goods, etc. to sell or higher valued 
items to raffle. If you have items that you are willing to donate, or if you know 
someone who might be able to assist, call Dorothy: 362-8887 or Sharon: 339-8152 
for craft/raffle items; Elaine: 639-3705 for bakery or canned goods or if you can  
assist on the following dates/times, call Linda at 632-7180 or Karen at 339-7872. 
a. To sell raffle tickets or collect donated items before and after Mass on          

November 3/4 and November 10/11, call Karen. 
b. To set up raffle items on November 3 in the afternoon, call Karen. 
c. To set up for the Bazaar the week of November 11–17, call Linda.  
d. On the day of the bazaar, to help with kitchen, baked/canned goods, general 

sales/organization, cash register, etc., call Karen. 
The help of everyone in the parish is what makes this such a great event! Your 
questions or suggestions are always welcome! If there is someone else you know of 
who might be able to help with this event, please let us know! Thank you! Karen. 
 

Cathedral Music Ministry 
All of our ensembles are now in rehearsals. In addition to preparing for Sunday 
Masses, the Cathedral Choir and Schola Cantorum of St. Francis Xavier are       
preparing for the St. Cecilia Concert on Tuesday, November 20 at 7P. It is not too 
late to join one of these ensembles. Contact Jody Strnad at 920-680-0819 or  
msmusic65@gmail.com for more information or to join an ensemble. Also, we 
would like to resurrect the St. Cecilia hand bell choir. Please consider joining us. 
 

St. Cecilia Concert at Cathedral 
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral Music Ministry is proud to present a "Saint Cecilia 
Concert" on Tuesday, November 20 at 7P. Works by Bach, Mozart, Gounod,    
Rutter, Gorecki, Corelli, plus more will be performed at St. Francis Xavier         
Cathedral, 140 South Monroe Avenue, Green Bay, WI. Come help us celebrate 
God's great gift of music! This concert date coincides with the 131st Anniversary of 
the Dedication and Consecration of the St. Francis Xavier Cathedral building. 
Some of the evening's musical selections will celebrate this anniversary. 

Welcome 
New Member 

Alex Christon 

mailto:marianconsecrationgb@gmail.com
tel:%28920%29%20680-0819
mailto:michaelbatcho@stjohncathedral.org


 

Pilgrimage to the Mother of America Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
Saturday, November 10, the Dignity of Human Life Committee invites you to join a pilgrimage/retreat to the Mother of 
America Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration chapel to venerate the sacred relic image of Our Lady of Guadalupe and receive the 
same indulgences and graces as if visiting the miraculous tilma in Mexico City’s Basilica. Bring your prayer intentions and 
petitions to the Mother of America Chapel, located in the Marian Center for Peace of Wis. Rapids. The chapel is also       
designated a Divine Mercy chapel by the blessing of Pope John Paul II, with special devotions for the sick, dying, and souls 
in purgatory. A Shroud of Turin meditation-presentation is also included in the days’ events. Pilgrims of all ages are          
welcome to join this trip, which begins with Mass at 8:30A (contact Sharon as to where Mass will be), planning to arrive in 
Wisconsin Rapids after lunch. Expect to return to Green Bay at 5P. For details and to register call Sharon: 857-3515. 
 

GRACE Catholic Schools 
A primary focus of the 2012-13 GRACE ANNUAL APPEAL is to support families in need of financial assistance at the 
GRACE Catholic Schools. In the current year, 141 families are receiving financial support. Several other families indicated 
they would have chosen a GRACE school had additional financial assistance been available. Can you become an angel in the life of 
a child who wishes to attend a GRACE Catholic School? Please consider making a gift by filling out a pledge card (some in your 
church) or through the GRACE website at www.gracesystem.org  
(click on the Annual Appeal button). 
 

Janssen Forum 
Thursday, November 8, the President of the non-profit organization, The Power of 
Life, Inc., Christina Pallini, will be speaking at Janssen Forum, Mount Tabor Center, 
Menasha. Previously Respect Life Consultant for the Diocese of Green Bay and 
monthly columnist for the Compass, Christina and her family reside in Green Bay. 
Her life goal is as Mother Teresa said to be an "instrument in God's hand." Bring a 
friend and listen to Christina share "Why I Love Being Catholic!" Forum begins 7A 
with continental breakfast, 7:30A speaker presentation and 8:30A Mass concluding 
program. Call 722-8918 to make your reservation. 

Prayer Intentions of Pope Benedict XVI: Apostleship of Prayer – November 2012 
Ministers of the Gospel: That bishops, priests and all ministers of the Gospel may bear the courageous witness of fidelity 
to the crucified and risen Lord. 
Pilgrim Church: That the Pilgrim Church on earth may shine as a light to the nations. 

Parish Stewardship 
October 27th and 28th, 2012 
Sacrificial Giving....................$  5233.00 
Offertory Collection……………$      819.61 
Building and Maintenance…$      25.00 
Total……………….……………………...$   6077.61 
World Missions……………………$    100.00 
 
We need an average of $8000.00 from the 
weekly collection to meet our budget. 

Note From Bp. Ricken 
Bishop David L. Ricken 
Forming Conscience for Faithful Citizenship Letter 
Press Statement – October 27, 2012 
In response to inquiries in the media regarding my bulletin insert letter, I release the following statement: 
 
I wrote my letter out of my love and concern for people. My letter should not be misunderstood as an endorsement of 
any political candidates or parties; the Church does not endorse political candidates or political parties. As a religious 
leader, I am speaking about important moral matters that affect our lives. Some things are always wrong, no matter 
what the circumstances. That is what I mean by intrinsically evil. We should always strive to do good and avoid evil. I 
wrote my letter in light of the document of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Forming Conscience for 
Faithful Citizenship. For example, the document states: “A Catholic cannot vote for a candidate who takes a position in 
favor of an intrinsic evil, such as abortion or racism, if the voter’s intent is to support that position. In such cases a 
Catholic would be guilty of formal cooperation in grave evil. At the same time, a voter should not use a candidate’s    
opposition to an intrinsic evil to justify indifference or inattentiveness to other important moral issues involving human 
life and dignity.” (FCFC 34) “In making these decisions, it is essential for Catholics to be guided by a well-formed    
conscience that recognizes that all issues do not carry the same moral weight and that the moral obligation to oppose 
intrinsically evil acts has a special claim on our consciences and our actions. These decisions should take into account a 
candidate’s commitments, character, integrity, and ability to influence a given issue. In the end, this is a decision to be 
made by each Catholic guided by a conscience formed by Catholic moral teaching.” (FCFC37) Again, my letter should 
not be misunderstood. I am not endorsing any political candidates or parties. As a religious leader, I am speaking about 
important moral matters. 

http://www.gracesystem.org

