
My Dear Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ, 
 On our journey through the 
world’s religions, let us now stop to 
visit the religion of Buddhism.  
Buddhism, once thought to be 
predominately a religion of the East 
and the Orient, is now gradually 
gaining followers in the West.  Often 
times it is compared to Christianity 
and the Buddha is seen by some as a 
kind of alternative Christ.  Let us now 
visit this faith and learn more about it.  
 Facts:  Today there are roughly 
350 million adherents to Buddhism, 
with some 1 million followers living in 
this country.  Although Buddhism 
began in India, it eventually spread to 
Sri Lanka, China, Burma, Thailand, 
Japan, Korea, Tibet, Indonesia, and 
Southeast Asia.  There are two main 
schools or paths that Buddhists follow, 
the first is called Mahayana Buddhism 
and the second is called Hinayana or 
Theravada Buddhism.  Theravada 
Buddhists believe that wisdom is the 
goal of life’s search and that each 
person must follow this path alone.  
Monastic discipline and strict 
asceticism is required.  Mahayana 
Buddhists hold that all are invited to 
their faith and that each person, 
regardless of his or her background, is 
part of the network of life.  Mahayana 
Buddhism is by far the more popular of 
the two paths.  Zen Buddhism, a 
mystical form of the Mahayana path, is 
quite popular in the West.  While 
considered by many to be a religion, 
Buddhism neither accepts nor rejects 
the existence of God. 
 History:  Buddhism is closely 
associated with one man, Siddhartha 
Gautama, who was born around 560 
B.C. in India.  He was born into a 
wealthy family with many privileges 
and opportunities.  While in his 
twenties, he began to observe human 
suffering for the first time.  This 
troubled him so deeply that he 
completely withdrew from the world.  
He left his riches, his wife, his son, and 
his family, and began a search for truth 

and the meaning of existence.  At first 
he tried self mortification.  When this 
didn’t work, he turned towards 
meditation.  In a profound moment, 
while sitting under a tree at night, he 
achieved a spiritual awakening.  For 
the remaining 40 years of his life, the 
B u ddh a  –  t h e  na m e  m ea n s 
“Enlightened One” – preached and 
taught his new faith.  
 What they Believe:  The main goal 
of Buddhism is to provide a way to 
escape suffering.  Although this effort 
to escape suffering may take many 
lifetimes to achieve, its final goal is 
called Nirvana – the extinction of all 
desire.  Pilgrims who desire to set out 
on the path of Buddhist belief must 
first listen to his teachings and follow 
certain rules.  The Four Noble Truths 
are the main starting point for 
Buddhist belief.  They are, a) Human 
life is filled with pain and misery, b) 
The cause of this misery is the desire 
to act selfishly, c) Overcoming this 
selfish desire will bring one at last to 
Nirvana, and d) All of this can be 
attained by following the Eight-Fold 
Path. This Eight-fold path includes 
right understanding, right aspiration, 
right speech, right conduct, right 
l ivelihood,  right effort,  right 
mindfulness, and finally right 
concentration leading to Nirvana. 
 Buddhi sts  bel ieve t hat 
enlightenment can only be achieved by 
walking the Eight-fold path.  All 
reality is in a constant state of flux.  
Buddhists believe that human beings 
are only temporary arrangements of 
body and consciousness.  They do not 
admit that human beings have a soul 
according to the Western concept of 
the soul.  Attaining the state of 
Nirvana is equivalent to being with the 
divine, although Buddhists do not 
accept any personal relationship with 
God. 
 
To be continued next week… 
             May God Bless You. 
 

Fr. Girotti 
 

Note From Fr. Girotti 
We are certainly keeping busy here at 
the Cathedral this month! We just 
finished our parish mission with Fr. 
George and it was very successful. 
What a funny and holy priest - it was a 
real blessing to have him with us. This 
weekend we are having our 
Oktoberfest which promises to be 
filled with fun times and good food. 
Also, make a note to come to our 
election night prayer vigil which 
begins Monday, November 5th at 
7:00P with Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. It will continue all night 
long culminating with a Mass at 8:30A 
on election day, November 6th. Please 
come and pray for our country! 
  

Fr. Girotti 
 
 
 
 

World Mission Sunday  
Second Collection 
October 20 and 21 

 W e a re  c a l le d  t o  th i s 
Eucharistic celebration—along with 
Catholics in every parish, chapel and 
church throughout the world—to fulfill 
the call we first heard at Baptism, the 
call to be missionaries, to share our faith.  
 On World Mission Sunday, we 
are called in a special way to be 
“missionaries of faith” through prayer 
and participation in the Eucharist, and 
by giving generously to the collection 
today for the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, Latin 
America and Eastern Europe. 
 Let us pray especially  for all 
who long to hear the hope-filled, saving 
message of Jesus, and for the priests, 
religious and lay catechists in mission 
countries worldwide who offer them 
that “Good News.” 

From Our Pastor  



Major Themes 
The major themes of this special year 
are the very foundation of our faith: 
 

 Belief in the Holy Trinity—
Father, Son and Holy Spirit—and 
in the Paschal Mystery, the cruci-
fixion, death and resurrection of 
Jesus. 

 A deepened encounter with the 
risen Lord, who is the light of 
faith. 

 A renewed commitment to Mass 
and the Eucharist. 

 
It is most important that the Year of 
Faith should be approached with 
great joy and celebration! 
 

Relics 
The Relic for veneration this week is:    
St. Anthony Mary Claret, Feast Day 
October 24. 
 

“The man who burns with the fire of 
divine love is a son of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and wherever he goes, 
he enkindles that flame; he deserves 
and works with all this strength to 
inflame all men with the fire of God’s 
love. Nothing deters him; he rejoices 
in poverty; he labors strenuously; he 
welcomes hardships; he laughs off 
false accusations; he rejoices in       
anguish. He thinks only of how he 
might follow Jesus Christ and imitate 
him by his prayers, his labors, his   
sufferings, and by caring always and 
only for the glory of God and the    
salvation of souls.”  
St. Anthony Mary Claret, Archbishop, 
Missionary and Founder 

Music Ministry 
All of our ensembles are now in rehearsals. In addition to preparing for Sunday 
Masses, the Cathedral Choir and Schola Cantorum of St. Francis Xavier are       
preparing for the St. Cecilia Concert on Tuesday, November 20 at 7P. It is not too 
late to join one of these ensembles. Contact Jody Strnad at 920-680-0819 or  
msmusic65@gmail.com if you would like more information or to join one of the 
ensembles. Also, we would like to resurrect the St. Cecilia hand bell choir. Please 
consider joining us. 
 

40 Days For Life  
Teens are invited to join the 40 Days For Life Campaign every Sunday from 4-6P 
through November 4. Cathedral parishioners can participate Mondays in         
October from 8-10A at the OB – GYN, Associates of Green Bay, Medical Arts 
Building and Bellin Hospital, 704 S Webster Avenue, Green Bay, 54301. 
 

Cathedral All-Night Vigil for Election 2012 
Cathedral is hosting an all-night Election Prayer Vigil on Monday, November 5, 
beginning at 7P with Exposition & a Rosary Prayer Service led by Bp. David 
Ricken. Eucharistic Adoration will continue throughout the night and ends    
Tuesday, November 6, at 8A with Rosary & Benediction and 8:30A Mass with Fr. 
John Girotti. To sign up for an hour one hour of Adoration during the night, call 
Margaret at 366-1271 or email marymission@gmail.com. Also, sign-up sheets are 
found on the bulletin boards in the church entrances and at the keepers desk. 
 

Marian Consecration  
An introductory meeting for all Marian Consecration participants will be on  
Monday, October 29 in the Gehl Center from 6-7:30P. Contact Jan: 465-1733 or go 
to marianconsecrationgb@gmail.com. 
 

Fall Bazaar, Saturday, Nov. 17 
We are still in need of crafts, bakery, canned goods, etc. to sell or higher valued 
items to raffle. If you have items that you are willing to donate, or if you know 
someone who might be able to assist, call Dorothy: 362-8887 or Sharon: 339-8152 
for craft/raffle items; Elaine: 639-3705 for bakery or canned goods or if you can  
assist on the following dates/times, call Linda at 632-7180 or Karen at 339-7872. 
a. To sell raffle tickets or collect donated items before and after Mass on          

November 3/4 and November 10/11 call Karen. 
b. To set up raffle items on November 3 in the afternoon, call Karen. 
c. To set up for the Bazaar the week of November 11–17, Call Linda.  
d. On the day of the bazaar, to help with kitchen, baked/canned goods, general 

sales/organization, cash register, etc., call Karen. 
The help of everyone in the parish is what makes this such a great event! God bless 
you for all you are able to do for this year's Bazaar! Your questions or suggestions 
are always welcome! If there is someone else you know of who might be able to 
help with this event, please let us know! Thank you! Karen. 
 

Bereavement Ministry 
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral has a Bereavement Ministry program available to  
provide ongoing support and comfort to parishioners who are grieving the death 
of a loved one.  Contact Bobbie at 336-2880 or Kathy at 497-8060 if you would like 
help from this ministry. 

Welcome New Members 
Justin & Cristina Chapman 

and Family 
 

Kyle Sladek 

tel:%28920%29%20680-0819
mailto:michaelbatcho@stjohncathedral.org
mailto:marianconsecrationgb@gmail.com


St. Catherine Book and Gift Shop - 1st Annual “Retreat Yourself” Sale. 
20% off everything coming back to our store from Holy Name Retreat House on Chambers Island. 800+ books from many 
authors, including Brown, Hahn, Girotti, Philippe, Dolan, Ricken, Morneau, McBride, Groeschel, Pope Benedict and many 
more. 100+ music CD’s, rosaries, statues, holy water bottles, and many other gift items. The “2 Weeks Only” sale    continues 
through October 24. Visit us at: St. Catherine Book and Gift Shop, 131 S. Madison Street, Green Bay, WI; 920-432-0078. 
Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9A - 5P and Sat. 10A - 4P. 
 

Relevant Radio Election Novena 
Relevant Radio invites you to join the 2012 Election Novena, a 54 Day Rosary Novena for the November Elections, to pray 
that God in his providence will provide us with good leaders that will govern according to God’s Will.  The Novena begins 
September 14th and ends November 6th, Election Day. If you missed the start date, it’s not too late to join in! Our Lady 
promised great blessings from God for those who pray the rosary. Let us seek these blessings for our nation. For more      
information on the 2012 Election Novena, go to relevantradio.com, keyword “novena”. 

Green Bay / Fox Cities 1050AM 
 

Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help 
Saturday, October 27 from 9:30A to 5P there will be an “All Things are Possible With God” retreat presented by Fr. Bill Ca-
sey, CPM. The day includes 3 talks, confessions, Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Mass, and Rosary. Pre-registration is required. To 
register and pre-order lunch for $7.00, call 1-920-866-2571 option 2. 
 

St. Thomas More Catholic School 
St. Thomas More Annual Appeal is underway. This appeal is a very important part of our yearly third source funding. We 
provide a quality Catholic education for our young people: early childhood education, kindergarten through eighth grade. 
We serve a diverse population with many low income families. All donations go directly to St. Thomas More School. Send 
donations to: St. Thomas More School, 650 S. Irwin Ave., Green Bay W  54301. Make checks payable to St. Thomas More 
Annual Appeal. Thank you and God bless you for your support. www.stmoregb.org. 
 

GRACE Catholic Schools 
Preschool story time is coming to GRACE!! Weekly preschool story time will be held at the GRACE offices at 1087 Kellogg 
Street from 10A to 11A on the following dates. This is open to the public, free of charge, and is for children ages 2-5 and their 
parents. Please join us on: 
October 24 - Pumpkins  October 31 - Halloween     November 7 - Owls & Baby Owls 
November 14 - Scarecrows November 21 - Turkeys & Thanksgiving   November 28 - Bears 
We look forward to seeing you there. Contact Mary McCabe at St. Thomas More School with any questions. 432-8242. 
 

St. John the Evangelist Homeless Shelter Open House 
Thursday, October 25, 2012, 4:30 – 8:00P, 411 St. John St., Green Bay 
(Enter parking lot in the 400 block of South Jefferson St.) Before St. John’s Shelter opens for the season on November 1, join 
us and experience what it is like to be homeless. 
o Take a self-guided tour of our newly expanded shelter. 
o Learn about a typical day for a homeless person in the Green Bay area. 
o Enjoy a hot meal like our homeless guests receive each evening. 
o Meet shelter staff and past shelter guests. 
o Hear personal success stories. 
o Know that our community is making a real difference! 
For more information? Call 920-436-9344. 

Prayer Intentions of Pope Benedict XVI: Apostleship of Prayer – October 2012 
New Evangelization. That the New Evangelization may progress in the oldest Christian countries. 
World Mission Day. That the celebration of World Mission Day may result in a renewed commitment to evangelization. 

Parish Stewardship 
October 13th and 14th, 2012 
Sacrificial Giving....................$   5218.00 
Offertory Collection……………$     557.70 
Building and Maintenance…$    655.00 
St. Vincent de Paul……………...$      25.00 
Total……………….……………………...$  6455.70 
 
We need an average of $8000.00 from the 
weekly collection to meet our budget. 

tel:%28920%29432-0078

