
My Dear Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ, 
 Islam (continued from last 
week…) 
 Various Forms:   There are two 
main braches of Islam.  The Sunni 
branch believes that the first four 
caliphs--Mohammed's successors--
rightfully took his place as the leaders of 
Muslims. They recognize the heirs of the 
four caliphs as legitimate religious 
leaders and recognize and follow 
religious tradition.  Shiites, in contrast, 
believe that only the heirs of the fourth 
caliph, Ali, are the legitimate successors 
of Mohammed and they tend to be more 
mystical in their theology.  Shiites are 
mostly found in Iran, Iraq, and Lebanon.  
Sunni Muslims make up approximately 
90 percent of the Muslim world with 
Shiites and various other sects 
comprising the remaining 10 percent. 
 What They Believe: Muslims 
believe that there is only one God who 
they call Allah, and that Mohammed is 
his Prophet.  Although Mohammed is 
highly respected by Muslims, he is not 
regarded as a divine figure.  The Koran is 
the holy book of Islam and its words 
contain the main teachings of the faith.  
The Koran contains 114 chapters and is 
about 80% of the size of the Christian 
New Testament.  The Koran is read by 
most Muslims in a literal way and they 
believe that it is the true word of God.  
To Muslims, the Koran is a continuation 
of the Old and New Testaments and 
brings these to fulfillment.  Muslims 
believe that their religion is the 
fulfillment of Judaism and Christianity 
and that these faiths are missing 
important parts of God’s true revelation.  
Where Judaism's error was in 
worshipping the law and Christianity’s 
error was in worshipping the prophet 
Jesus Christ, Islam is true because it 
worships God alone.   Mohammed saw 
himself not as a founder of a new 
religion, but rather as the last in a long 
line of God’s prophets – from Abraham, 
through Moses, to Jesus, and finally to 
Mohammed himself.  The foundation of 
the faith of Islam can be seen in its five 
pillars or precepts.  These are: 
 1. There is no God but Allah, 
and Mohammed is his prophet. 

 2. Prayer five times daily while 
facing Mecca. 
  3. The giving of alms to the poor 
and for charity. 
 4. Fasting during the daylight 
hours of the holy month of Ramadan 
 5. A pilgrimage to Mecca is to 
be made at least once during one’s 
lifetime. 
 Our Differences: Sadly, there are 
nu mer ous  di f feren ces  betwee n 
Christianity and Islam.  Most 
importantly is the status and role of 
Jesus Christ who we believe to be the 
Son of God and the Savior of all mankind 
and who Muslims regard as only a 
prophet.  While Muslims do have 
religious leaders, often called imams, 
there is no hierarchy or centralized 
leadership as there is in the Catholic 
Church.  Because there is no main 
teaching authority, it is difficult to enter 
into religious dialogue.  Many Muslims 
are not willing to separate religion from 
politics and thus strongly desire a kind 
of religious state.  More importantly, the 
religion of Islam is not incarnational - 
God remains distant and cold.  
Christianity, on the contrary, believes 
that God became man in Jesus Christ to 
save us from our sins and that we are all 
privileged to call God, ‘Abba’ or Father.  
Beyond this major difference, lies our 
differences regarding the Bible as the 
infallible Word of God, the nature of 
marriage, the treatment of women, 
sacraments, as well as many other issues.  
 What we have in Common:  
There are some similarities between our 
two faiths.  Both Muslims and 
Christians worship God, who is one, 
merciful, and almighty, the creator of 
heaven and earth, who has revealed 
Himself to mankind.  Although they do 
not believe Him to be divine, Muslims 
respect Jesus as a great prophet and they 
also greatly respect His mother, Mary.   
Indeed, Mary is mentioned 34 times in 
the Koran!  Both Muslims and Catholics 
have a strong love for philosophy and we 
both see that there is no contradiction 
between faith and reason.  Together let 
us fight the evils of our secular culture 
and pray that we might know and do 
God’s Will.                 May God Bless You. 
 

Fr. Girotti 

Note From Fr. Girotti 
 I'm very much looking forward 
to seeing all of you at our Parish Mission 
which begins this Sunday night. These 
times are always great for spiritual 
renewal and coming closer to Our Lord 
Jesus. Please make every effort to come 
to church to the evening talks starting 
this Sunday night and running Monday 
through Thursday evenings at 7:00.  
 Also, make plans to come to our 
Oktoberfest - authentic German food 
served by authentic Germans. This event 
is always so much fun and also benefits 
the parish. Tickets are still available for 
the October 20th event! 
 In other news, Bishop Ricken 
has just named our Cathedral Parish as a 
pilgrimage site for the Year of Faith 
called by Pope Benedict XVI. This means 
that we should have many more visitors 
this coming year! The year of Faith 
started last Thursday and will run 
through November 2013. During this 
year, Catholics are asked to focus on 
strengthening their faith and sharing 
this precious gift with others. Our 
parish will be doing much to celebrate 
this year with many opportunities to 
strengthen our faith in the Lord. Lots of 
things are coming - stay tuned...!  
 

Fr. Girotti 
 

World Mission Sunday  
Second Collection 
October 20 and 21 

 Next Sunday, Pope Benedict 
XVI calls every Catholic in the world to 
celebrate our vocation to be missionary. 
It’s World Mission Sunday! 
 As Catholics around the 
world—here at home and in the 
Missions—gather at the Eucharist 
around the table of the Lord, we are to 
pray for the Church’s worldwide 
missionary work. We pray for those 
awaiting the “Good News” of our Lord’s 
great love for us and for the missionaries 
who offer the poor and suffering the 
light of Christ. And we are to offer 
financial help through the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith, the 
Eastern Europe and Latin America 
Collections. 

From Our Pastor  



Why the Focus on Faith 
 What  could be more          
important than our faith? It is the 
foundation of who we are as Catholic 
Christians and a gracious gift from 
God. Yet, in our contemporary world, 
we are increasingly vulnerable to 
secular movements that pull us away 
from our relationship with God. 
 From the beginning of his 
pontificate, Pope Benedict XVI has 
worked to gather God’s people into a 
fuller communion with one another 
and with the risen Lord. This Year of 
Faith is a time for us to renew our 
personal relationship with Jesus and 
recommit ourselves more fully to God 
by professing our faith in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, and this faith is 
expressed when we profess the 
Creed. 
 
October 11, 2012, the first day of the 
Year of Faith, was the fiftieth          
anniversary of the opening of the  
Second Vatican Council and was the 
twentieth anniversary of the Catholic 
Catechism of the Catholic Church. During 
this year of Faith, Catholics are asked 
to study and reflect on the documents 
of Vatican II and the catechism so 
that they may deepen their        
knowledge of the faith. 
 

Relics 
The Relics on display this week will 
be: St Edward - Feast Day October 
13, St. Calixtus - Feast Day October 
14, Theresa of Jesus (Avila)-Feast 
Day October 15, and St. Gerard and 
St. Hedwig Feast Days October 16. 
 

God has been very good to me, for I 
never dwell upon anything wrong 
which a person has done, so as to 
remember it afterwards. If I do  
remember it, I always see some 
other virtue in that person. 
Saint Theresa of Avila 

Parish Mission - October 14-18 
Mark your calendars for our Parish Mission October 14-18. Fr. George McInnis, 
CPM will lead the mission Sunday through Thursday evenings at 7P and will 
speak on “Christ Our God” to draw us into a closer relationship with Christ. 
There will be a potluck supper on Sunday, October 14 at 5:30P in the BWC. 
 

Music Ministry 
All of our ensembles are now in rehearsals. In addition to preparing for Sunday 
Masses, the Cathedral Choir and Schola Cantorum of St. Francis Xavier are      pre-
paring for the St. Cecilia Concert on Tuesday, November 20 at 7P. It is not too late 
to join one of these ensembles. Contact Jody Strnad at 920-680-0819 or  msmu-
sic65@gmail.com if you would like more information or to join one of the ensem-
bles. Also, we would like to resurrect the St. Cecilia hand bell choir. Please con-
sider joining us. 
 

6th Annual Oktoberfest  
Our 6th annual Oktoberfest at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, will be Saturday,   
October 20 following the 4P Mass in the Bp. Wycislo Center. Adults $10, children 
5 and under are $3.00. Ed Selissen will sing for us along with the Something Old, 
Something New Barbershop Quartet. Tickets available in BWC after weekend Masses. 
 

40 Days For Life  
Teens are invited to join the 40 Days For Life Campaign every Sunday from 4-6P 
through November 4. Cathedral parishioners can participate Mondays in         
October from 8-10A at the OB – GYN, Associates of Green Bay, Medical Arts 
Building and Bellin Hospital, 704 S Webster Avenue, Green Bay, 54301. 
 

Cathedral All-Night Vigil for Election 2012 
Cathedral is hosting an all-night Election Prayer Vigil on Monday, November 5, 
beginning at 7P with Exposition & a Rosary Prayer Service led by Bp. David 
Ricken. Eucharistic Adoration will continue throughout the night and ends    
Tuesday, November 6, at 8A with Rosary & Benediction and 8:30A Mass with Fr. 
John Girotti. To sign up for an hour one hour of Adoration during the night, call 
Margaret at 366-1271 or email marymission@gmail.com. Also, sign-up sheets are 
found on the bulletin boards in the church entrances and at the keepers desk. 
 

Marian Consecration  
An introductory meeting for all Marian Consecration participants will be on  
Monday, October 29 in the Gehl Center from 6-7:30P. Contact Jan: 465-1733 or go 
to marianconsecrationgb@gmail.com. 
 

Fall Bazaar, Saturday, Nov. 17 
We continue to look for handmade crafts, sewing, knit or crochet items, etc., to 
sell at our parish Fall Bazaar. If you are able to donate an item, please call Dorothy 
at 362-8887. How about baked goods or canned goods to sell? Call Elaine at        
639-3705. Also, we still have a few baskets left if you didn't have a chance to pick 
one up last weekend. Stop by today in the Bishop Wycislo Center. Thank you for 
your support!  
 

Mary’s Garden Guild 
THANK YOU to the SFX Mary's Garden Guild: Wendy Besson, Dr. Thomas 
Beno, Beth & Pat Culligan, Mary DeBruin, Marge & Larry Fuchs, June Gillis, 
Marion Hentley, Scott Krohn, Tom & Sylvia McElroy, Sharon Nagy, Lita Nier, 
Steve, Marcy, Annie & Thomas Pfeifer, Elcy Reigh, Elaine Simonet, Beth Simonet, 
Bob & Maureen Seering, Bernie Jansen-Verhoven and Judy Weise. How           
wonderfully they have used their time and talents to bring another year of beauty 
to the SFX Mary's Garden and Rosary Garden! "Look on the flower, think of Mary." 

tel:%28920%29%20680-0819
mailto:michaelbatcho@stjohncathedral.org
mailto:michaelbatcho@stjohncathedral.org
mailto:marianconsecrationgb@gmail.com


Credo Faith Formation 
Reminder:  Parish Mission - Students in grades 7-12 will be attending the Parish mission on Wednesday, October 17. Please 

go to your classroom at the regularly scheduled class time, 6:45pm, to meet your catechist. Students will be dismissed at the 

conclusion of the mission (8:15pm). 

St. Catherine Book and Gift Shop - 1st Annual “Retreat Yourself” Sale. 
20% off everything coming back at our store from Holy Name Retreat House on Chambers Island. 800+ books from lots of 
authors, including Brown, Hahn, Girotti, Philippe, Dolan, Ricken, Morneau, McBride, Groeschel, Pope Benedict and many 
more. 100+ music CD’s, rosaries, statues, holy water bottles, and many other gift items. The “2 Weeks Only” sale    continues 
through October 24. Please visit us at: St. Catherine Book and Gift Shop, 131 S. Madison Street, Green Bay, WI; 920-432-
0078. Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9A - 5P and Sat. 10A - 4P. 
 

Relevant Radio Election Novena 
Relevant Radio invites you to join the 2012 Election Novena, a 54 Day Rosary Novena for the November Elections, to pray 
that God in his providence will provide us with good leaders that will govern according to God’s Will.  The Novena begins 
September 14th and ends November 6th, Election Day. If you missed the start date, it’s not too late to join in! Our Lady 
promised great blessings from God for those who pray the rosary. Let us seek these blessings for our nation. For more      
information on the 2012 Election Novena, go to relevantradio.com, keyword “novena”. 
 

Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help 
On Saturday, October 27 from 9:30A to 5P there will be an “All Things are Possible With God” retreat presented by Fr. Bill 
Casey, CPM. The day includes 3 talks, confessions, Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Mass, and Rosary. Pre-registration is required. 
To register and pre-order lunch for $7.00, call 1-920-866-2571 option 2.  
 

GRACE Catholic Schools 
Preschool story time is coming to GRACE!! Weekly preschool story time will be held at the GRACE offices at 1087 Kellogg 
Street from 10A to 11A on the following dates. This is open to the public, free of charge, and is for children ages 2-5 and their 
parents. Please join us on: 
October 17 - Squirrels & Acorns, Leaves & Seasons October 24 - Pumpkins  October 31 - Halloween 
November 7 - Owls & Baby Owls   November 14 - Scarecrows  
November 21 - Turkeys & Thanksgiving   November 28 - Bears 
We look forward to seeing you there. Contact Mary McCabe at St. Thomas More School with any questions. 432-8242. 
 

NEW Shelter and St. John Homeless Shelter Meals 
Cathedral’s next NEW Shelter meal will be served on Tuesday, October 30, and the next St. John Homeless Shelter meal 
will be in November. Your donations of applesauce, whole kernel corn, fruit cocktail, or monetary donations are greatly ap-
preciated. If you can help with dessert, contact Monica at 425-3191. Help us feed the hungry. 
 

St. John the Evangelist Homeless Shelter Open House 
Thursday, October 25, 2012, 4:30 – 8:00P, 411 St. John St., Green Bay 
(Enter parking lot in the 400 block of South Jefferson St.) Before St. John’s Shelter opens for the season on November 1, join 
us and experience what it is like to be homeless. 
o Take a self-guided tour of our newly expanded shelter. 
o Learn about a typical day for a homeless person in the Green Bay area. 
o Enjoy a hot meal like our homeless guests receive each evening. 
o Meet shelter staff and past shelter guests. 
o Hear personal success stories. 
o Know that our community is making a real difference! 
o Welcome one and all...including children who attend  
with parent or guardian. 
For more information? Call 920-436-9344. 

Prayer Intentions of Pope Benedict XVI: Apostleship of Prayer – October 2012 
New Evangelization. That the New Evangelization may progress in the oldest Christian countries. 
World Mission Day. That the celebration of World Mission Day may result in a renewed commitment to evangelization. 

Parish Stewardship 
October 6th and 7th, 2012 
Sacrificial Giving....................$ 11,215.00 
Offertory Collection……………$     586.53 
Building and Maintenance…$      90.00 
St. Vincent de Paul……………...$     110.00 
Total……………….……………………...$12,001.53 
 
We need an average of $8000.00 from the 
weekly collection to meet our budget. 
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