
My Dear Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ, 
 On our journey through the 
world’s religions, let us now visit the 
religion of Islam.  Islam, along with 
Judaism and Christianity, constitute 
the three major monotheistic religions 
of the world. All three profess faith in 
a one and infinite God.    The religion 
of Islam is much in the news today so 
it is important to learn more about this 
faith and the people who practice it. 
 Facts:  Islam is one of the 
world’s largest religions and it is 
rapidly growing.  Today there are over 
1 billion followers of Islam around the 
world.  The word ‘Islam” roughly 
means “the peace that comes from 
submitting to the Will of God.”  
Followers of Islam are called Muslims 
and their faith is the dominant religion 
in the Middle East, North Africa, 
Pakistan, and Indonesia.  Islam is now 
spreading to Western Europe and 
North America through immigration.  
There are roughly the same number of 
Catholics in the world as there are 
Muslims, and due to a high birth rate 
among Muslim families, they soon may 
out number all Christians combined.  
 History:  Muslims trace their 
roots back to Ishmael who was the son 
of Abraham by his maidservant Hagar.  
After Abraham and his wife Sarah had 
their own son named Isaac, Sarah 
demanded that Hagar and Ishmael be 
banished.  According to Islam, they 
settled in Mecca and thus formed the 
community that would eventually see 
the first Muslims.  The beginning of 
the religion of Islam is dependant upon 
one person, a man named Mohammed 
who was born around 570 A.D. 
Mohammed was born in the city of 
Mecca which is in modern day Saudi 
Arabia.  He was a shepherd and a 
camel driver who married a wealthy 
widow.  Mecca, a center of trade, was 
also known throughout the area for a 
large religious shrine called the Kaaba.  
Being at the crossroads of a trade 
route, Mohammed no doubt came into 
contact with many religions.  Since 
Mecca was at the outer frontier of the 

disintegrating Roman Empire, 
Mohammed was probably exposed to 
corrupted forms of Christianity and 
Judaism.  It is entirely possible that he 
took these corrupted forms of 
Christianity and Judaism and molded 
them into the new religion of Islam.  
 Mohammed claimed that the 
angel Gabriel appeared to him over a 
twenty year span and had him write 
down the words that would eventually 
become the Koran - the Muslim holy 
book.  Mohammed eventually was 
forced to flee from Mecca with his few 
followers and he settled in Medina in 
622.  After winning many converts to 
the faith there, he assembled an army 
and led his forces to attack Mecca in 
630.  After subduing the city, he 
destroyed the many idols and 
established a religious state.  After his 
death in 632, his followers brought the 
religion of Islam throughout the 
Middle East and to North Africa.  
Through the ‘Jihad’ or Holy War, the 
Muslims went as far as Spain, 
Portugal, and parts of France, before 
they were defeated in battle in 732.  
Despite this setback, Islamic culture 
flourished in the 9th, 10th, and 11th 
centuries and brilliant scholarship 
invented algebra, pioneered the 
medical sciences, and advanced the 
arts.  Muslim scholars are rightfully 
credited for rescuing most of the 
philosophy of ancient Greece from 
oblivion.  This medieval rise of Islamic 
culture was eventually checked by the 
various divisions within the faith.  
After numerous struggles throughout 
recent centuries from within and 
without, today Islam appears to be 
enjoying a new resurgence.  
 
To be continued next week…   
 

Fr. Girotti 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note From Fr. Girotti 
 What do you think of our new 
bulletin cover? It reflects a design that 
we now have on all of our parish 
publications - from folders to 
pamphlets, from business cards to our 
website. It incorporates the arches of 
our beautiful church with the vine 
theme which is reflected in the 
decorative painting inside the arches. 
The arch stretches towards heaven 
and represents our striving to follow 
God. The vine represents the growth 
that we are experiencing as a parish 
and also our connection with Our Lord 
Jesus - "I am the vine, you are the 
branches..." The colors of green and 
creme reflect the colors of the 
Cathedral as well as the colors of the 
place where we live - the green of the 
bay and the colors of the landscape. 
Anyway, I think it's beautiful and 
becoming of our parish and I hope that 
you do as well. 
 Speaking of this new design, 
you all should have received in the 
mail an invitation to our Parish 
Mission which will be held here in a 
few weeks. This parish mission will 
begin on Sunday, October 14th and go 
through Thursday, October 18th. It 
will take place at 7:00 P.M. each night 
and will be presented by Fr. George 
McInnis. I have heard that he is a 
wonderful and gifted speaker - he 
came to my former parishes and was 
much loved by the people. Please mark 
your calendars and come to our Parish 
Mission. It is a powerful way that we 
as a parish family can grow in holiness 
and follow the Way of The Lord Jesus 
here in our parish. I will see you there! 

From Our Pastor  

Welcome New Members 
Jerry Gleason 

Paul and Jean Reynolds 
Andrew & Holly Keller & Family 

Timothy Martens 

Sacraments Celebrated 
Taresa Van Asten &  
Bradley Fassbender,  
Married October 6 



What is the  
Year of Faith? 

In this special year, believers around 
the world are called to renew their 
commitment to the faith that is 
“always the same, yet the source of 
ever new light.” Pope Benedict XVI 
has proclaimed a Year of Faith begin-
ning October 11, 2012, and concluding 
on November 24, 2013, the Feast of 
Christ the King. The start of the Year 
of Faith coincides with the anniver-
sary of two great events that have 
marked the life of the Church: the 
50th anniversary of the opening of the 
Second Vatican Council and the 20th 
anniversary of the publication of the 
Catechism  of the Catholic Church. 
 

The Year of Faith is a time to: 
 Reflect on the gift of faith 
 Deepen our knowledge and under-

standing of the teachings of the 
Church 

 Read, reflect, and pray with the 
Scriptures 

 Nourish and strengthen our faith 
through the holy Eucharist 

 Open “the door of faith” for others 
 

Relic Display 
Our Relic Display in honor of the 
Year of Faith begins this week by re-
vealing the relics of the twelve apos-
tles! Each Saturday, we will change 
the exhibit to display the relics of 
those saints whose feasts are cele-
brated over the next seven days. We 
don’t have them all, but we look for-
ward to offering each of you the op-
portunity to venerate the many we 

have in our collection.  
 

Featured relics for this week are from 
the twelve apostles. 
 

“And the wall of the city had twelve          
foundations, and in them the names 
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 
Rev 21:14  

Annual Parish Meeting 
All parishioners are invited to attend the Cathedral’s annual parish meeting on 
Tuesday October 9 at 7P in the Bp. Wycislo Center. We hope to see you there. 
 

Parish Mission - October 14-18 
Mark your calendars for our Parish Mission October 14-18. Fr. George McInnis, 
CPM will lead the mission Sunday through Thursday evenings at 7P and will 
speak on “Christ Our God” to draw us into a closer relationship with Christ. 
There will be a potluck supper on Sunday, October 14 at 5:30P in the BWC. 
 

6th Annual Oktoberfest  
Our 6th annual Oktoberfest at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, will be Saturday,   
October 20 following the 4P Mass in the Bp. Wycislo Center. Adults $10, children 
5 and under are $3.00. Entertainment by Four Clips Barbershop Quartet. Tickets 
available in BWC after weekend Masses. 
 

40 Days For Life  
Teens are invited to join the 40 Days For Life Campaign every Sunday from 4-6P 
through November 4. Cathedral parishioners can participate Mondays in         
October from 8-10A at the OB – GYN, Associates of Green Bay, Medical Arts 
Building and Bellin Hospital, 704 S Webster Avenue, Green Bay, 54301. 
 

Cathedral All-Night Vigil for Election 2012 
Cathedral is hosting an all-night Election Prayer Vigil on Monday, November 5, 
beginning at 7P with Exposition & a Rosary Prayer Service led by Bp. David 
Ricken. Eucharistic Adoration will continue throughout the night and ends    
Tuesday, November 6, at 8A with Rosary & Benediction and 8:30A Mass with Fr. 
John Girotti. Commit to one hour of Adoration during the night. To sign up for an 
hour, call Margaret at 366-1271 or email marymission@gmail.com. Also, sign-up 
sheets are posted on the bulletin boards in the church entrances. 
 

Marian Consecration  
This weekend is the deadline for registration for the 33 Days to Morning Glory 
Retreat. Contact Jan: 465-1733 or go to marianconsecrationgb@gmail.com.         
Materials: Participant packet with Book - $30, Participant packet only- $25 (for 
those who already own the book). **Both are needed for this program, but only 
one set is necessary for each family. Make checks payable to St. Francis Xavier  
Cathedral. An introductory meeting for all participants will be on Monday,       
October 29 in the Gehl Center from 6-7:30P. 
 

Fall Bazaar, Saturday, Nov. 17 
Fall Bazaar Gift Baskets are available to pick up this weekend outside of the 
Bishop Wycislo Center this Saturday and Sunday after Mass. We can help you 
with ideas and will do all the wrapping for you! Pick one up today! We also have 
flyers for you to pick up at the entrances of church to help advertise the Fall      
Bazaar at various locations around the area. We appreciate your assistance! 
 

Dignity of Life Committee 
We wish to thank all who continue to support the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
here at the Cathedral through your continued support of the pantry with gifts of 
food and money! 
 

Mass Intentions 
In recent years, our parish has not been able to receive as many Mass intentions as 
before. However, there are other options for you to remember your deceased loved 
ones through a Mass intention. Many retired priests in our dioceses, as well as 
priests in mission areas, would be happy to pray for your intention at Masses they 
pray. You may contact the parish office to make arrangements; 432-4348. The   
offering/stipend for a Mass is $10. 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/and_the_wall_of_the_city_had_twelve_foundations/271360.html
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Credo Faith Formation 
CONFIRMATION classes begin Sunday, October 7 at 10:30A in the Gehl Center, second floor. We humbly ask all           
parishioners to please pray for all those preparing this year for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

St. Catherine Book and Gift Shop - 1st Annual “Retreat Yourself” Sale. 
20% off everything coming back from our store from Holy Name Retreat House on Chambers Island. 800+ books from lots 
of authors, including Brown, Hahn, Girotti, Philippe, Dolan, Ricken, Morneau, McBride, Groeschel, Pope Benedict and 
many more. 100+ music cd’s, rosaries, statues, holy water bottles, and many other gift items. The “2 Weeks Only” sale begins 
October 10 and continues through October 24. Please visit us at: St. Catherine Book and Gift Shop, 131 S. Madison Street, 
Green Bay, WI; 920-432-0078. Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9A - 5P and Sat. 10A - 4P. 
 

Relevant Radio Election Novena 
Relevant Radio invites you to join the 2012 Election Novena, a 54 Day Rosary Novena for the November Elections, to pray 
that God in his providence will provide us with good leaders that will govern according to God’s Will.  The Novena begins 
September 14th and ends November 6th, Election Day. If you missed the start date, it’s not too late to join in! Our Lady 
promised great blessings from God for those who pray the rosary. Let us seek these blessings for our nation. For more      
information on the 2012 Election Novena, go to relevantradio.com, keyword “novena”. 
 

Outdoor Rosary at the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help 
On Monday, October 8 there will be a “Miracle of the Fire Candlelight Rosary Procession” at 7:30P. The outdoor Rosary  
procession and Benediction is in commemoration of the night the site was spared from the Peshtigo Fire in 1871. Bring a  
candle, lantern or flashlight to carry in procession. This is followed by all-night Adoration and a Rosary procession through-
out the night at the top of each hour. Benediction is at 9A on October 9. Tuesday, October 9 is the anniversary of the         
apparition and celebrates the day the Blessed Mother appeared to Adele Brise in 1859. Mass will be at 10A. Also, on October 
13 there will be a “Spiritual Motherhood” retreat from 8:45A to 2:45P presented by Fr. Joseph Aytona, CPM and Fr. Jewel 
Aytona, CPM. Admission is free, but pre-registration is required. It is open to all women of every age. For information and to 
register by October 10 go to www.SpiritualMaternity.org or call: 1-800-818-0584. A light breakfast and lunch will be served. 
 

GRACE Catholic Schools 
The 2012-13 GRACE Annual Appeal kicks off the weekend of October 20 & 21. Please consider making a gift to support 
children in our community. Your gift will help (1) children in need of financial assistance; (2) school technology; and          
(3) staff professional development. There are materials in church for you to make a gift or you can do so through the GRACE 
website at:  www.gracesystem.org/annual-appeal/. 
 

Volunteers Welcome! If you would like to volunteer your time and talent at the GRACE Office or one of the GRACE 
schools, please call us or fill out the GRACE Volunteer Form on the GRACE website at www.gracesystem.org. 
 

The 2012-13 GRACE Board of Trustee Officers are: Chair – Gary Kozloski; Vice-Chair – Bill Micksch; Secretary – Connie 
Jensen; Treasurer – Mark Warpinski. The Trustees represent the GRACE parishes and also serve on the following           
committees: Executive, Finance, Education & Catholic Identity, Development & Marketing and Human Resources. 
 

The GRACE Catholic Schools is the recipient of a $25,000 Focus On Energy Grant to support energy conservation projects 
in the school buildings.  An energy audit of each school is being conducted during October.  GRACE will then work with 
the school site parishes on a matching grant basis to implement as many projects as possible through the grant. 

Prayer Intentions of Pope Benedict XVI: Apostleship of Prayer – October 2012 
New Evangelization. That the New Evangelization may progress in the oldest Christian countries. 
World Mission Day. That the celebration of World Mission Day may result in a renewed commitment to evangelization. 

Parish Stewardship 
September 29th and 30th, 2012 
Sacrificial Giving..................$  8921.00 

Offertory Collection………..$    564.04 

Building and Maintenance…$      70.00 

St. Vincent de Paul…………$    764.00 

Total……………….……….$10,324.04 
 

We need an average of $8000.00 from the 

weekly collection to meet our budget. 

Recovery Program 
RECLAiM Sexual Health is an online, anonymous, scientific, Catholic recovery 
program for pornography and other unhealthy sexual behaviors. For more       
information, go to www.reclaimsexualhealth.com or call 920-766-9380. 
 
Wife support group - if your husband has a pornography problem or is engaged 
in other unhealthy sexual behaviors, there is hope, help and healing for you! 
Learn about a support group for wives by calling Jeannie at 920-766-9380 or 
email Jeannie@reclaimsexualhealth.com 
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