S E S S I O N 23
The Hidden Face of God

Our Lenten journey to “become a man after God’s
own heart” speeds to its conclusion. You still have
time for a novena.!
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The Daily Lenten Program
1. Begin the day with a consecration of the
day and ourselves to God.!
2. Daily exercise to help us overcome the
obstacles in the spiritual life and
encounter God.!
3. Daily sacrifice designed to coordinate
with the daily exercise.!
4. Brief examination of conscience at the
end of the day.!

The Weekly Lenten Program
The Fifth Week of Lent!
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Exercise: Hidden Face of God!
Sacrifice: Control Tongue!
Covenant: Hidden Face of God!

Toward Self!
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Last week we had to expand our heart to create a
dwelling place for God. This week we must
expand it still larger so that it can embrace God
dwelling in another person.!

The Devil’s Plan: Strife Leading to Death
• The Garden of Eden:!
!“Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you …
you are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:16-19).!
• The Survival of the Fittest:!
!“As many more individuals of each species are born that can possibly
survive … there is a frequently recurring struggle for
existence” (Charles Darwin, The Origin of Species, Introduction).!
• The Constant State of War:!
!“During the time men live without a common power to keep them all in
awe, they are in that condition called war … every man against every
man … No arts; no letters; no society; and which is worst of all,
continual fear, and danger of violent death; and the life of man,
solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short” (Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan,
Chapter 12).!
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The Plan of God: God is in Communion
“Man became the image of God not only
through his own humanity, but also through the
communion of persons, which man and woman
form from the very beginning … Man becomes
the image of God not so much in the moment of
solitude as in the moment of communion.”!
!
!
!
!Pope John Paul II!
!
!
!
!November 14, 1979!

Last week we saw that through the Eucharist,
Christ profoundly dwells in our souls. Through the
Eucharist, Christ also dwells in other souls.!
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The Story of St. Anthony Marie Claret
• 1807: Born near Barcelona, Spain.!
• 1835: Ordained to priesthood.!
• 1848: Missionary to Canary Islands.!
• 1849: Founds Missionary Sons of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary (Claretians).!
• 1849: Appointed Archbishop of Santiago, Cuba.!
• 1857: Confessor to Queen Isabella II of Spain.!
• 1869: Participated in Vatican I.!
• 1870: Died on October 24 in southern France.!

A Living Tabernacle
“On August 26, 1861, finding myself at
prayer in the church of the Holy Rosary, at
La Branja, at seven o’clock in the evening,
the Lord granted me the grace of conserving
the Sacramental Species within my heart …
I now bear within me day and night the
adorable Eucharist. I must therefore be
always recollected and cultivate the interior
life.”!
!

!

!St. Anthony Marie Claret!
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An Important Lesson
• St. Philip Neri observed a man leaving
church immediately after receiving
Communion.!
• He called two acolytes and had them follow
the man with lighted candles.!
• The man returned to St. Philip Neri to ask
why he had done such a thing.!
• St. Philip Neri replied: “It is to pay proper
respect to Our Lord, whom you are carrying
away with you. Since you neglect to adore
Him, I sent servers to take your place.”!

Our Lady as a Living Tabernacle
“Mary arose and went with haste into the hill
country … and she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the babe
leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit and she exclaimed with a
loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb’ … For behold,
when the voice of your greeting came to my
ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy.”!
!
!
!
!
!
!Luke 1:39-44!
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• Christ’s presence in the soul is not restricted to
the Eucharistic encounter.!
• “By His incarnation the Son of God has united
Himself in some fashion with every
man” (Gaudium et Spes, #22).!

The Story of John Pridmore
• Born in 1964 in London.!
• Age 11: After his parents divorce, made the
unconscious decision to no longer love.!
• Age 14: Started stealing.!
• Age 15: Placed in a youth detention center.!
• Age 19: Placed in an adult prison.!
• Age 20: Entered London’s underworld, working
as an enforcer in the mafia and dealing drugs.!
• Age 27: Left a man for dead outside a pub.!
• Age 44: Spoke to 400,000 youth at World Youth
Day in Sydney, Australia.!
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The Descent of John Pridmore
• By mid 20’s, he lives a life of rage.!
• After getting stabbed in a bar, takes revenge by
pounding the man’s head against the cement in
full view of his son and elementary students.!
• Destroys pubs and people with pool cues.!
• Leaves a man for dead because he refused to
drink his pint quickly enough.!
• “Jesus loves you.”!
• Mother: “I’ve prayed for you every day of your
life. But two weeks ago … I prayed to Jesus to
take you. If it meant you dying, then to let you
die, but not to let you hurt yourself or anyone
else any more.”!

The Conversion of John Pridmore
• Has money, girls and the “respect” of the
underworld.!
• Realizes that he isn’t happy and the drugs are
making him paranoid.!
• Opens Bible and reads the story of the Prodigal
Son. Breaks down crying and is converted.!
• Receives “permission” to leave the mafia: “It’s
my insurance in case there is a God.”!
• Gives a holy card to his “father” in the mafia,
who prays it every night before bed.!
• Preaches at the death of his “father” in the
mafia.!
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When God wants to love someone, he sends
them a person. God wishes to encounter you
through other people, especially the members of
your own family.!

Encountering God in the Poor
•

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one
of the least of my brethren, you did it to
me” (Matthew 25:40).
“They are Jesus. Each one is Jesus in
a distressing disguise” (Mother
Teresa).!
!

•
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Encountering God in your Home
•

•

•

“Where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am I in the midst of
them” (Matthew 18:20).!
“Shelly receive this ring as a sign of my love
and fidelity. In the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Marriage
Ceremony).!
“Whoever receives one such child in my
name receives me” (Matthew 18:).!

The Practice of the Hidden Face of God
1. God dwells in the midst of your spousal union by definition.!
2. God dwells in your children by definition.!
3. Each time that your spouse and/or children walk up to you, God is
walking up to you in them.!
4. Let your spouse and children become for you the Hidden Face of God.!
5. “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10).!
6. “Lord, show me your face. Let your voice sound in my ears; for your
voice is sweet and your face comely” (Song of Solomon 2:14).!
7. Offer God a “sacrifice of praise” 7 times each day for finding his
Hidden Face in your spouse and children.!
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The Story of Dom Bellorger
• Veterinarian by trade.!
• Meets a Trappist brother on a train and goes to a
Trappist monastery where he experiences a
radical conversion.!
• Becomes a Trappist monk.!
• Awakes to the fact that he has joined a group of
“tired farmers.”!
• Appointed Abbott of community.!
• Privately asks each monk to adore 7 times/day.!
• The monastery is transformed within six months.!

Covenant on the Hidden Face of God
“I will stop what I am doing and praise God
seven times each day for discovering his
Hidden Face in those closest to me,
especially my wife and children.”!
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Small Group Discussion
Starter Questions!
1. When have you most profoundly seen God manifest in your
spouse or children?!
2. What is the greatest obstacle that prevents you from
perceiving Christ’s Hidden Face in other people?!

Next Week!
The Triumph of Mercy!
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